
Hiram College Student Senate 

 Meeting Agenda 
 

Date: September 19, 2022 Time: 7:30pm Location: East Hall Forum 

 

 

Call to Order & Roll Call                                                       Vice President Hussain — 7:30PM 

 

Presidential Announcements                                                      President Johns — 7:35PM 

• President Johns reminded senators of the first part of the Diverse Discussions series taking 

place this Wednesday (9/21) in Koritansky Hall at 6:30pm.  

• She also reminded senators about Senate Voter Registration Week which is taking place 

next week.  

• She also announced out guest speaker for our next meeting which is Terrie Neilsen.  

• She also gave a shoutout to Senator Murphey and Senator Travis, as well as senators who 

have sent emails to their constituents.  

Advisor Announcements                                                                     Advisor Steiner — 7:40PM 

• Advisor Steiner also encouraged Senators to attend the Diverse Discussions event.  

• He also reminded senators that it is National Hazing Prevention week and reminded 

senators that anti-hazing and reporting is important.  

Guest Speaker                                                                                       Rev. McCreight – 7:45PM  

Rev. Chris McCreight, APC Mental Health Report 

• Rev. McCreight started off by discussing the Academic Planning Committee (APC) and 

what was discussed regarding mental health last year. He shared what came from this 

participation:  

1. One of the initial concerns that was discussed during APC was the lack of academic 

accommodations with the rise of the pandemic. It became clear that academic standards 

are a great source of stress for students. Responses for other sources of this stress varied 

from racism, culture wars, political crisis, family matters etc.  

2. He then displayed a diagram that showed the “Impacts of Well-Being” from a wider 

scope. This diagram showed the impacts seen for both students and faculty. These 

impacts included health, finances, attendance policies, etc.  

3. He then discussed the similar impacts that are shared between students and faculty. 

Some of these similarities included meaningful learning and healthy academics. 

Meaningful leaning is a source of resilience for student well-being.  

4. He then asked: What are the things we (students and faculty) need to see from one 

another in the classroom? Faculty responsibilities included being eager to teach, being 

present, good communication, etc. Student responsibilities included eager to learn, 

good communication, etc.  

• Senator Bernhardt asked why some professors have their own grading scale. Rev. 

McCreight said that this is a conversation that should continue.  

• Vice President Flaherty asked if a mental health Intra-Senate Committee is something 

Senators are interested in and they agreed.  

• Senator Brogan recognized the openness of some professors.  



• Senator Galecki mentioned that academics always feels very rushed and Senator Barnes 

dittoed. Senator Selander mentioned the communication issues seen with some of her 

professors.  

• Vice President Streator asked senators if the student and faculty responsibilities Rev. 

McCreight resonated with students. Senator Brogan felt that it was subjective and will vary 

depending on the professor.  

• Rev. McCreight asked if the classroom is a source of energy and resilience. Senator Barnes 

felt that this was true. Senator Cambareri dittoed but emphasized the importance of 

professors creating this environment through being receptive to feedback. Senator Travis 

agreed and mentioned the importance of enthusiasm from the professors end.  

• Vice President Streator asked senators about the gap between athletes and academics. 

Senator Bernhardt said that some professors are accommodating but some are not.  

• Dean West talked about the deep sincerity seen from faculty about this issue. She 

encouraged senators to resist the urge to critique the faculty as they are working hard to 

make the academic environment more enriching.  

 

Executive Board                                                                      Vice President Streator — 8:03 PM 

• Senators voted on the Senator for Racial Equity and Inclusion and the Senator ofor Gender 

Equity and Inclusion. The motioned passed by a unanimous vote (16-0-0).  

• President Johns swore in the Senator for Racial Equity and Inclusion and the Senator for 

Gender Equity and Inclusion. These senators are Senator Betty Marin and Senator Alivia 

Selander.   

• Vice President Streator talked about the Student Life Committee. He reminded senators to 

apply for a committee if they have not done so.  

Clubs and Student Organization Updates      Vice President Flaherty – 8:10PM 

• Vice President Flaherty reminded Senators of the IES Scavenger Hunt. She also mentioned 

the Diverse Discussions event taking place this Wednesday.  

Senator Action Item Updates                                                             President Johns — 8:11PM 

• Weight Room Update: Senator Bernhardt talked about her discussion with Scott Polman, 

Director of Athletics, and said that the reason the dress code was enforced was to prevent 

germs on the equipment and uniforms were put in place for athletes for an organized look. 

She also mentioned that women have mostly been target through this dress code. Senator 

Mongold mentioned that she would like more elaboration on the germ aspect.  

• Next Steps: Senator Bernhardt mentioned better enforcing more cleanliness rather than 

creating a dress code. Senator Harris also that we should invite Scott Polman to a future 

meeting to discuss this issue.  

 

New Senator Action Items         Vice President Streator – 8:19PM 

• Senator Bolton talked about internet issues on campus, specifically in the Resident Halls. 

Senator Murphey dittoed and talked about the lack of internet in the music buildings. 

Senator Brogan talked about the bad Wi-Fi in Whitcomb. Senator Galecki dittoed and felt 

that we should contact Apogee if changes are not seen soon. Advisor Steiner asked if 

students are informed from the proper authorizes about outages and Senators said that they 

are not.  

• Senator Mongold discussed issues she has heard from students regarding dorm cleanliness 

and equipment in rooms (air conditioning, stovetops, etc) not been working. Senator 



Bernhardt dittoed and talked about the amount of bugs in the townhouses. Senator Pittman 

and Senator Harris dittoed and talked about the lack of solutions brought despite work 

orders being put in. Senator Murphey and Senator Bolton dittoed and discussed their 

personal experiences with this issue. Senator Mongold mentioned that students are paying 

for certain accommodations and are not receiving them and that this is putting more stress 

on RA’s.  

o Recommendations from Senate: Senator Mongold mentioned that students should 

receive refunds for accommodations they are not receiving. Senator Bolton asked 

if it was possible to get someone from ABM to a senate meeting. Senator Pittman 

recommended a sort of verification email students can receive after putting in work 

orders so that they know that ABM received them. Senator Galecki asked if there 

was a way that students can put in work order requests themselves which can then 

just reviewed by RA’s. Senator Harris dittoed this and added that a paper version 

of the work order may be helpful. Senator Bernhardt mentioned that biweekly 

check-ins from ABM in the dorms can be helpful. Senator Bolton agreed and 

mentioned creating sign up slots. Senator Murphey also mentioned the need for a 

prioritization system. Dean West recommended bringing in the coordinator of 

residential education to a Senate meeting.  

• Senator Galecki talked about the amount of parking tickets that students have been 

receiving. Senator Mongold and Senator Pittman discussed this issue further. Vice 

President Flaherty asked why there was no grace period in the beginning of this school 

year. Senator Pittman said that since temporary permits were given, the grace period was 

not enforced. Senator Selander asked if the visitor parking signs could be larger. Senator 

Bernhardt talked about student having parking issues during games. Senator Galecki 

dittoed. Senator Palm talked about the large potholes in the parking lots. Senator Murphey 

talked about visibility issues in some parking lots (specifically the commuter lot). Senator 

Travis dittoed. Senator Brogan talked about parking tickets guests have received despite 

getting a guest pass.  

o Recommendations from Senate: Senator Bernhardt mentioned the need for a 

specified visitor parking lot. Vice President Flaherty mentioned placing temporary 

parking signs during games. Senator Galecki asked if it was possible to encourage 

the use buses to campus when games for high schools are being facilitated on 

campus. Senator Bernhardt asked if it was possible to create a larger parking lot. 

Senator Galecki asked if it was possible to assign a number parking spot to each 

student. Senator Bernhardt dittoed and said that this should be based on seniority. 

Senator Galecki and Senator Murphey dittoed. Senator Marin asked why is street 

parking is not allowed overnight. Vice President Streator said that this is because 

the parking on roads are not Hiram College property. Senator Pittman mentioned 

that you can always contact campus safety for concerns.                                           

Notes from the Gallery                                                                                      Guests — 8:53PM 

• Dean West said that the Vice President of Finance is working on the budget and it will be 

released soon.  

Adjournment                                                                           Vice President Streator — 8:54PM 

 

 
 



 
 


