
The 2007 recruiting class represents the largest influx of talent and experience 
into the Hiram College Women’s Soccer Program in Terrier history. 
 
Goalkeeper Emily Bristol comes to Hiram College from central New York and 
Worcester Central High School.  Bristol was a three-sport athlete in high school 
playing and lettering in both basketball and softball as well.  She will major in 
Biology/Pre-veterinary Medicine and is the Salutatorian of her graduating class.  
As salutatorian, she was selected to deliver a commencement address to her 
graduating class this spring.  Emily has been on the Honor Roll every grading 
period since 7th grade and was a 1st Team Tri-Valley League All-Star selection in 
goal for her junior and senior year.  Emily’s mother, Mary is a business teacher 
and her father, Harry, is a dairy salesman.  She has a younger brother Tim who 
is 16.  “Emily is a very aggressive and fearless keeper who will bring a great deal 
to us in the goal in experience and ability,” said Assistant Coach and Goalkeeper 
Trainer Amanda Chadwick.   
   
Goalkeeper Cara Calai brings legitimacy in the goal to Hiram after a solid four-
year letter-winning career at Austintown Fitch High School playing for Carlo 
Trafficante and after training under the direction of goalkeeper trainer and ODP 
coach Joe Demay.  “Cara is very technically sound and will compete with our 
other incoming freshman for all the time in goal for us,” said Assistant Coach and 
Goalkeeper Trainer Amanda Chadwick.   She was an All-District player as a 
senior and recorded 17 clean sheets (those are shutouts) in her career.  In 
addition, Cara was graduated from Fitch with a 3.6 GPA and was recognized with 
the Fitch Academic Excellence award.  She plans to major in Management with 
goal of eventually owning and operating her own business upon graduation.  Her 
mother Patty is a Business Pursuit Analyst and her father Bob owns and 
operates the family business.  Cara’s sister Laura is also a goalkeeper at Fitch 
and will be a sophomore on the team this fall.  “We are really excited to have 
Cara as a part of our family and know she brings a great deal to us,” Coach Dean 
added. 
 
Forward Claire Conner will join Hiram College from Aurora, Ohio after earning 
three varsity letters for the Greenmen. “I kind of watched Claire grow up having 
coached against her way back when she was in 6th grade as a travel player,” said 
Dean.  “Then, I got to coach her with the Cleveland Cobras under the direction of 
club director Sean McNamara.  Claire is tenacious, creative, and a fierce 
competitor.  We will love the fact that she does not like to lose and loves taking 
risks to get to goal,” Dean added.  Claire will major in education here at Hiram.  
Claire was an All-Ohio, All-Greater Cleveland and All-Chagrin Valley Conference 
player for Aurora and played in the Super Y-League as a representative of 
Cobras.  Claire has two younger sisters, Cashide, 15, and Cailin, 13.  Her Mom, 
Christine, is an electronics platform engineer.  Her Dad, Tim, is a construction 
supervisor.   
 
Forward Courtney Cosley “brings to us incredible excitement, speed, 
experience, and a great nose for the goal,” said Coach Dean.  Cosley has been 
the leading scorer and threat for her high school team, Crystal Lake South, a 
northwest Chicago, IL suburb, as well as for her club team, KUFC Tempest 
under the direction of Darren Llewellyn for a number of years.  Her high school 
team advanced deep into a difficult district competition each year and her club 



team participated and won numerous tournaments and showcases including 
“The Score At the Shore” and the Germantown (TN) Invitational Tournament.  
“Courtney has true breakaway speed and will make an impact on us and in the 
conference immediately,” stated Dean.  “Her ability to cross and serve are also 
very strong,” he added.  She is coming to us as a nursing major, and she actually 
already has an Associates Degree she earned as a nursing assistant while in 
high school.  She was graduated with a 3.83 GPA.  Family is very important to 
Courtney.  Her parents Lynn and Mike also have two other daughters, Kelsey 
(14), and Kendall (12).  ”We are really pumped to have Courtney be a member of 
our family and are tremendously excited about her contributions,” Coach Dean 
concluded. 
 
Defender/Midfielder Amber Crawford comes to Hiram from Laingsburg, 
Michigan (near Lansing and Michigan State University) and comes with the 
distinction of being the 1st member of the class of 2011 to commit to Hiram 
College!!!  Amber won three varsity letters at Laingsburg High School and is a 
product of the very strong TNT Dynamite club program and coach Dan Raben.  
“Amber will bring great experience at the high school and the club level to our 
program,” Coach Dean said.  She will be majoring in neuroscience and pre-
veterinary studies, and will minor in art/photography.  Amber was a Michigan 
Merit Scholar and a member of the National Honor Society in the classroom, 
while contributing 15 goals and 21 assists as a defender in three years with her 
high school team.  Amber is an only child.  Her mother, Cindy is an administrative 
assistant and has worked in the health care field her entire care.  Her dad Robert 
is a research associate at Michigan State University.  “I feel like we have known 
Amber for two years already because we have had such a positive and long 
experience with her family.  She is capable of playing many roles and will 
hopefully be of great help to us immediately on the field,” said Dean. 
 
Forward Sasha Davidson comes to Hiram from East Hampton, CT, and the 
Foundation Soccer Club under the direction of Jeremy Wilson.  Sasha’s club won 
the Connecticut State League and won promotion to the First Division last year, 
along with winning eight major tournaments in three years.  In addition, she 
scored 23 goals and tallied 19 assists in her four-year career at East Hampton 
High School.  “Sasha brings strength, size, and great finishing ability to us 
immediately, in addition to a strong set piece presence,” said Coach Dean.  
Sasha was an Honor Roll student who plans on majoring in management with 
designs on a career in the business of sports.  She is also an accomplished 
tennis player who won three varsity letters in high school.  Her mother, Penny, is 
a nurse.  And her father, Arnie, is a business manager.  Sasha has two siblings:  
older brother Max (20); and younger sister Lara (11).  “We are really thrilled that 
Sasha has chosen to join us,” Dean stated. 
 
Midfielder Kendra Dean joins the Terriers after a very successful high school 
and club career at West Geauga High School where she led the Wolverines deep 
into the District tournament her senior year.  In addition, Kendra played in the 
Super Y League for the Cleveland Soccer Academy and coach Mario Grcic. Her 
team went to the Super Y League National Semifinals in 2004.  In addition, 
Kendra was a member of the Ohio North Olympic Development Team State 
Team pool for three years.  “Kendra is a true central midfield player with 
tremendous vision, great distribution ability, and the heart of a warrior,” said 
Coach Dean.  She seems to have it in her blood.  Her father, Brady Dean, is the 



Head Boy’s Soccer Coach and school psychologist at Mentor High School and 
her brother Aaron (20) was an accomplished high school and club player in the 
area as well.  Kendra has two other older siblings: Brad (31); and Jennifer (30).  
Her mother, Sheri, is an occupational therapist.  Kendra was an outstanding 
student at West Geauga having won the President’s Award scholarship and 
being graduated with a 3.7 GPA.  She is majoring in environmental science and 
is unsure at this point of her career ambitions.  “Kendra will make tremendous 
contributions to us immediately on and off the field,” concluded Dean. 
 
Midfielder/defender Mekko Fojas comes to Hiram from Twinsburg, Ohio and 
Twinsburg Chamberlain High School.  Mekko was a solid midfielder and 
defender for the Tigers and played her club soccer under the direction of Sean 
McNamara with the Cleveland Cobras Soccer Club.  She graduated with a 3.5 
GPA as an honor roll and National Merit Roll scholar.  Mekko will be majoring in 
biochemistry and minoring in music.  She hopes to pursue a career in cardiology 
or physical therapy.  Mekko contributed 2 goals and 18 assists while winning 
three varsity letters.  “Mekko has great technical ability and deceptive speed and 
acceleration,” said Coach Dean.  “She has put in some outstanding work this 
winter and spring to get ready.  We are hoping Mekko will be able to make some 
incredible music on the field for us beginning this fall,” Dean said. 
 
Forward/Midfielder Natalie Green settled on Hiram College after nearly two 
years of recruiting her from Madison High School. Natalie won four varsity letters 
primarily as a forward and as a target player during her career and was the 
engine that made things run for her high school program.  She played throughout 
the winter as a competitive indoor player as well.  “Natalie is a physically 
dominating athlete who is very strong and hard,” stated Coach Dean.  She also 
won varsity letters in basketball and softball during her career at Madison.  She 
was graduated in the spring with a 3.25 GPA and won high academic honors.  
Natalie plans to major in psychology or biology and is still unsure about what her 
career direction is at this point.  Natalie’s mother, Debbie, is a teacher.  Her 
father, Martin, is an irrigation and maintenance specialist.  She has three siblings: 
Tiffany (24); Jesse (20); and Jacob (12).  “Natalie could become a very 
dangerous threat to opponents very early on for us and you probably won’t see 
many who will play harder and be stronger than this young woman,” added Dean.  
  
Defender Joclene Inman comes to Hiram from Berea, Ohio after a very 
successful four-year career with the Lady Braves.  Joclene had played club 
soccer for Coach Dean with the Cleveland Cobras as a freshman and 
sophomore.  She was a two-year captain at Berea and was a All-Pioneer 
Conference/All-Southwest Conference player all four years and was a three-team 
All-Greater Cleveland District selection.  In addition, she was the 2006 Team 
MVP and Defensive Player of the Year.  Almost more impressively, Joclene was 
graduated from Berea with a 4.1 GPA with High Honors and was on the 
Principal’s Roll for every grading period all four years.  She is a pre-medical 
studies major and plans on becoming a psychiatrist after exiting medical school.  
“Joclene is a defender of great ability that holds an attacker’s mind set and 
vision,” said Dean.  “She is not at all afraid to go forward and has great gifts to be 
able to do that,” Dean added.  Her mother, Lillian, is a decorator, and her father, 
Mark, is an independent insurance sales agent.  She has one sibling, brother 
Marko (20).   
 



Defender Trish Kline will arrive at Hiram College from Akron, Ohio and 
Archbishop Hoban High School where she was a teammate of one of our current 
captains, Hali Stamets.  Trish was awarded four varsity letters with the Lady 
Knights and played her club soccer for Kent State assistant coach Anita 
Rodriguez and the Greater Akron Premier Soccer Club.  “Trish is a rock-solid 
defender with great experience as a center back and a nice desire to go forward 
and help and create in the attack,” said Dean.  Trish is unclear of her major at 
this point, but would like to work in a field in which she is working with and 
helping people.  She was graduated from Hoban with a 3.5 GPA and was on the 
Honor Roll for all four years.  “Trish has proven to be one of the most respected 
recruits by her peers that we have attracted,” Dean stated.  “Everyone around 
her speaks so highly of her quiet confidence, her abilities, and her leadership.  
She has been extremely impressive on the field due to her hardness and 
durability,” added Dean.  Trish’s mom, Frances, is a property manager and her 
father Kevin is a Master plumber and pipefitter.  Her one bother, James is 21 and 
in college as well.   
 
Midfielder/Defender Lauren LeBlanc comes to the Terriers from Leominster, 
Massachusetts, and Leominster High School.  “Lauren was a three-year varsity 
letter winner and will add great size and experience to our incoming class,” said 
Dean.  Lauren is a product of the Nashoba United Soccer Club and coach Bob 
Evettes.  She is undecided regarding her major but is very clear in her desire to 
join the Peace Corps upon graduation from Hiram College.  Lauren was 
graduated with a 3.28 GPA and was a member of the National Honor Society.  
There was not much that Lauren was not involved in or volunteering for both in 
her school and community as a high school student and she will surely dive into 
things here.  Lauren’s mom, Bonnie, has been an active school volunteer and is 
a skin care consultant.  Her father, Michael, is a computer application engineer.  
She also has one sibling, Emily (20).  “Lauren will provide great depth for us in 
the back and we are looking for her to develop into a wider role within our new 
program,” Dean added. 
 
Defender Katie Lehman is the one member of our incoming class from Elyria 
Catholic High School.  “Katie is another example of what we hope will be 
fantastic things coming from small packages,” said Coach Dean.  “Katie comes to 
us with the promise of being a very strong defender and contributing to us 
immediately,” he added.  She was a three-year letter winner for EC and also won 
two varsity letters each in basketball and softball during her four-year career.  
Katie is coming to Hiram College with the vision of becoming an emergency room 
nurse having been graduated with a 3.2 GPA.  “Kate is an outstanding athlete 
and a natural leader who will offer both of the qualities to our team,” Dean said. 
“Katie was very impressive during the winter season and during the spring as we 
watched her develop,” concluded Dean.  Katie’s mother, Kathleen, is a practicing 
nurse at Hillcrest Hospital.  Her father, Dan, is self employed.  She has two 
siblings:  Kevin (23), and Kileen (21).   
 
Goalkeeper Hannah Mirzakhani joins the Terriers after winning four letters for 
the Vikings at North Canton Hoover High School.  “Hannah will bring size and a 
great willingness to learn and train along with some great experience as a high 
school keeper,” said Assistant Coach and Goalkeeper Trainer Amanda 
Chadwick.  Hannah had a 0.80 GAA and seven shutouts in her career at Hoover 
and was graduated with a 4.0 GPA.  She was an All-Academic Federal League 



selection and was a four-year academic letter winner along with being on the 
Honor Roll all four years.  She also won four letters in track and field while at 
Hoover.  She is a psychology major who plans to be a forensic pathologist as a 
career aspiration.  Hannah’s mother, Andrea, is a dental office manager.  Her 
father, Gholam, is a retired engineer.  She has one older sibling, Daniel (23).  
“We are very happy to have Hannah joining us to add depth and leadership to 
the goalkeeping position,” added Chadwick.   
 
Midfielder Kelly OÕBrien comes to Hiram with fantastic experience as a central 
midfield player and schemer for both Elyria Catholic High School and as a former 
member of the Excaliber Soccer Club and coach Kelly Gray.  Kelly tallied 22 
goals and 18 assists in her four-letter-winning career at Elyria Catholic.  She was 
also a captain and spiritual team leader throughout her career.  “Kelly impressed 
us from the beginning with her ability to distribute the ball and have great vision 
on the field along with her exceptional technical ability,” said Head Coach Bob 
Dean.  In addition, there was essentially nothing that Kelly was not involved in at 
Elyria Catholic from many volunteering opportunities to theatrical presentations to 
student government.  She was graduated with a 3.1 GPA and is still undecided 
about her college major and career aspirations.  Kelly is a part of a large family.  
Her mother Julie is an elementary teacher and her father Kevin is a newspaper 
editor in Cleveland.  She has four siblings:  Danny (23); Erin (21); Shannon 
(19...who plays at Clarion); and Brendan (15...who plays at St. Ignatius High 
School).  “Kelly should fill a vital role for us from the very beginning,” added 
Coach Dean.  
 
Midfielder Mollie Patterson came to Hiram by way of a transfer in January, 2007 
from Wheeling Jesuit in West Virginia after having played her freshman season 
there.  Mollie took the “scenic route” to get to Hiram after being a recruited 
student-athlete for the 2006 class.  “But, we are so happy that she is with us for 
the duration now,” said Coach Dean.  Mollie was a four-year letter winner at 
Hopewell High School and a two-year captain, scoring 26 goals and 24 assists in 
her career while being a three-time All-Section selection as a player.  “Mollie is a 
physically strong and determined player who has been very solid as a central 
midfield player and as a target,” Dean added.  She was graduated in the top 10% 
of her class from Hopewell and is currently carrying a 3.1 GPA as a History major 
here at Hiram College.  She plans on becoming a Classical Studies professor as 
a career aspiration.  Mollie’s club team, Northern Steel, advanced to the USYSA 
Nationals in 2005 under the direction of Coach Blair Gerlach.  Mollie is the 
daughter of Mary Kay and George Patterson.  Mary Kay is a legal secretary and 
George is an attorney.  “Mollie will bring great experience, depth, and leadership 
to our program and she has already provided a fantastic addition to the College 
and to the team,” said Coach Dean.   
 
Midfielder Tara Robison comes to Hiram College this fall following a high school 
career that saw her leave Rootstown as the most successful and decorated girl’s 
soccer player in school history.  Tara had 40 goals and 30 assists in her four-
letter winning career with the Rovers.  She also won four letters in varsity track.  
Tara was an all Portage Trail Conference player and also received numerous 
academic awards including just recently being named as an Honorable Mention 
Akron Beacon Journal Scholar Athlete award winner.  “Tara is a very versatile 
and experienced player having played a number of roles with her high school 
team,” said Coach Dean.  She was graduated from Rootstown with a 3.66 GPA, 



an Honors Diploma following four years on the Distinguished Honor Roll, and will 
major in Biomedical Humanities with the hopes of attending medical school 
immediately upon graduation.  She lives in Rootstown with her parents Kristi and 
Scott.  “Tara should bring some solid depth and experience to our program and 
we will expect her to grow into a vital role very quickly because she is more than 
capable,” Dean added. 
 
Defender Madison Sepp joins Mollie Patterson as the second member of the 
Terriers from the Vikings of Hopewell High School in Aliquippa, PA.  “Madison is 
a tremendously strong and experienced central defender with a great pedigree 
coming out of the IFC Club under the direction of coach Layba Oulare,” explained 
Coach Dean.  IFC were State Cup semifinalists last year and appeared in a 
number of top showcases on the east coast and Midwest.  Madison won four 
varsity letters at Hopewell, as well as lettering three times in swimming and 
lettering as a member of their state championship basketball team last year as a 
senior.  She was graduated with highest honors carrying a 4.2 GPA and is 
planning on majoring in physical therapy with that being her career goal.  
Madison was a member of the National Honor Society as well.  Madison is an 
outstanding athlete and has the potential to be a dominant player for Hiram 
almost immediately,” said Dean.  Madison’s mother, Janet, is self employed.  Her 
father, David, is the supervisor of operations at Securitas.  She has one younger 
brother, Arion (13).  “Madison is an outstanding addition to the program and we 
are thrilled that she is now part of the family,” Dean added. 
 
Defender/Midfielder Melissa Sharpe comes to Hiram College from Eastlake, 
Ohio and Willoughby South High School.  She won three varsity letters for the 
Rebels and played for the Cleveland Whitecaps and coach Mike Battista.  
Sharpe is very active in her faith and her church and completed a mission trip 
this summer.  She is going to major in Nursing having been graduated from 
South with a 3.3 GPA.  Her mother, Betty, is an administrative assistant and her 
father Jack is the Head of Buildings and Grounds for the Cleveland Music 
Settlement.  She has an older sister Jessica (19) at Ashland University and a 
younger sister Chelsea (15).  “Sharpe has some very solid defending experience 
and should be capable of making the transition to being a flank 
defender/midfielder in a 4-3-3 shape should we decide to play in it,” said Coach 
Dean.  She also won three varsity letters in track at South so pace and fitness 
will not be issues for her to overcome.  “Her hardness and desire to win and be 
successful will be great assets to our program this fall and in the future,” stated 
Dean. 
 
Defender/Midfielder Alison True comes to Hiram College following a transfer this 
summer from Miami of Ohio.  She is a very well known commodity to Coach 
Dean having been a member of the last team that he coached at Hudson High 
School and having played for him for many years as a youth player in Hudson 
and with the Cleveland Cobras Soccer Club.  Aleigh is an accounting and finance 
major and is a tremendous student who was graduated from Hudson with a 3.6 
GPA.  Aleigh won three varsity letters with Lady Explorers.  “Aleigh is an 
outstanding defender who is also very capable of playing in the midfield,” said 
Dean.  “She is one of the most assertive and consistent tacklers and is very keen 
at reading the game and keeping the game in front of her,” Dean added. Aleigh is 
the daughter of Janet of Steve True.  Janet is a very active community volunteer 
in Hudson and with the Hudson Schools, and Steve is sales manager.  Aleigh’s 



sister Katie is senior member of the Lady Explorers at Hudson this fall and has 
already committed to play soccer next year at Eastern Michigan.  Her brother 
Dustin will be a freshman this fall at Hudson.   
 
 


